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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSIONER FOR RURAL ECONOMY AND AGRICULTURE: AFRICAN UNION
COMMISION

Africa has an estimated livestock population of 224 and 447 million cattle and goats respectively,

with about 34 million equines and camels. With an annual production of US$ 13.3 and $ 5.3 billion

worth of beef and milk, respectively, livestock provides 36% of Africa’s Agricultural Gross Domestic

Product. The sub-sector thus forms a major part of African agricultural production and consumption

system playing an important role in food and economic security through provision of a variety of

products and services including hides and skins, meat, draught power, manure, fiber, fertilizer,

traction, fuel and capital accumulation that can be traded. Sales from livestock products generate

income and, thus, increase the purchasing power of livestock owners. Moreover, livestock and livestock

products are the main ‘cash crop’ in many smallholder mixed farming systems of the Sub-Saharan

Africa (SSA).

My Office highly appreciates the efforts being undertaken by the Inter-African Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR) in collating animal

resources data, and sharing the information thereof with various stakeholders, including principally Member States. In this era of globalization,

to be able to support access of animals and their products to national, regional and international markets, our national veterinary services need

to improve their ability to collect and rapidly disseminate national data on animal health.  Furthermore, the information generated is the basis

for good policy formulation for future programs and projects.

The Animal Health Yearbook will continue to be a very important resource material and we appreciate the quality and consistency of its

production since its revitalization in 2002. I applaud all Member States for their contribution without which, this publication would not

materialize. In the same breath, I urge for the full engagement of all Member States in this endeavor to ensure the annual publications are

a true reflection of the zoo-sanitary status for the period under review. Likewise, this publication should be effectively used as a tool to enhance

animal health services.

H.E. Mrs. TH.E. Mrs. TH.E. Mrs. TH.E. Mrs. TH.E. Mrs. Tumusiime Rhoda Pumusiime Rhoda Pumusiime Rhoda Pumusiime Rhoda Pumusiime Rhoda Peaceeaceeaceeaceeace
Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture
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